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A typical drum set usually consists of the following: 
 

● A snare drum, mounted on a specialized stand, 
placed between the player's knees and played with 
drum sticks 

● A bass drum, played by a pedal operated by the right 
foot (possibly two bass drums with individual pedals 
or two pedals for one bass drum) 

● A hi-hat stand and cymbals, operated by the left foot 
and played with the sticks, particularly but not only the 
right hand stick 

● One or more tom-tom drums, played with the sticks 
● One or more crash cymbals, played with the sticks, 

particularly but not only the right hand stick 
● A ride cymbal, played with the sticks, particularly the 

right hand stick 
● A rotating drum stool or throne 

 
Now, we’ll go through the individual parts of a drum set in 
depth.. 
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Snare Drum 
The snare drum is almost always double-headed, with rattles 
stretched across the bottom head. 
Many modern snare drums have an adjustable snare strainer 
which allows the snares to be released completely, creating an 
effect similar to a tom-tom drum. (see arrow) 
The drum 
can be 
played by striking it with a drum stick or any other form of 
beater, including brushes, which produce a softer-sounding 
vibration from the wires. 
Rim shots are a technique associated with snare drums in 
which the head and rim are struck simultaneously with one 
stick. The famous drum roll is produced by alternatively 
bouncing the sticks on the drum head striving for a controlled rebound. In rock music, the snare is usually 
found played on the 2 and 4 of the measure.  

 
Bass (or Kick) Drum 

In a drum kit is most commonly 20 or 22 inches in diameter. A bass drum pedal operates much the same 
as the hi-hat control; a footplate is pressed to pull a chain, belt, or metal drive mechanism downward, 
bringing a beater or mallet forward into the drumhead. A double bass drum pedal operates much the 

same way only with a second footplate controlling a second beater on the same drum. The bass drum is 
almost always hit whenever a cymbal is hit, and the bass drum is almost always hit on 1 of the measure.  
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Hi-Hat  



The hi-hat consists of two cymbals that are mounted on a stand, one on top of the other, and a pedal 
which can be used to clash and hold the cymbals together. When struck closed or played with the pedal, 
the hi-hat gives a short, crisp, muted percussive sound, sounding like and referred to as a "chick". 
Adjusting the gap between the cymbals can alter the sound of the open hi-hat from a shimmering, 
sustained tone to something similar to a ride cymbal. When struck with a drumstick, the cymbals make 
either a short, snappy sound or a longer sustaining sandy sound depending on the position of the 
pedal.The drummer can control the sound by foot pressure. Less pressure allows the cymbals to rub 
together more freely, giving both greater sustain and greater volume for accent or crescendo. 
  

 
 
 
 

 Tom-Tom 
    In a drum kit, the tom-toms are the drums mounted on top of the kick drum. 
Typically, the smaller the tom-tom, the higher of a tone the drum has. They 
provide the bulk of most drum fills and solos. A floor tom is a double-skin drum, 
traditionally mounted on three legs and to the drummers right for a right-handed 
drummer. It is normally the deepest toned drum played by sticks in the kit, above 

the bass drum but below all others, and the most resonant, more so than even 
the bass drum. 
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Crash Cymbal 
A crash cymbal is a type of cymbal that produces a loud, sharp "crash" and is used mainly for occasional 
accents. Crash cymbals vary in thickness and diameter for different sounds. The crash cymbal is usually 

on a stand in between the left tom-tom and the hi-hat.  
    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ride Cymbal 
 The ride cymbal maintains a steady rhythmic pattern, sometimes called a ride pattern, rather than the 
accent of a crash When struck, a ride cymbal makes a sustained, shimmering sound rather than the 
shorter, decaying sound of a crash cymbal. The bell, the bulge in the center of the cymbal, creates a 

brighter, less sustained sound. Unique to the ride cymbal, the bell creates such a brilliant tone compared 
to the subtle sound of the bow that it is often used as somewhat of another cymbal. The ride cymbal is 

usually stood low and to the right of the drummer.  

 

 
 

Chris Lavidas, Chief Music Officer 
847.749.0137 Office 
847.815.5062 Mobile 

chris@breakinggroundsinmusic.com 
www.breakinggroundsinmusic.com 

 
 
 



 
Popular and Trusted Drum and Cymbal Manufacturers 

● Zildjian 
● Sabien  
● ddrum 

● Drum Workshop 
● Gretsch Drums 
● Ludwig-Musser 

● Slingerland Drum Company 
● Tama Drums 

● Brady Drum Company 
● Mapex Drums 

● Meinl Percussion 
● Pearl Drums 

● Premier Percussion 
● Rogers Drums 

● Sonor 
● Yamaha Drums 

● DW 
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